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The Healthy Families Tax Credits Coalition, led by Children's HealthWatch, celebrates a landmark
agreement passed through the Massachusetts Legislature and signed into law this week to
expand the state Earned Income Tax Credit and streamline existing dependent credits into a
simplified, boosted Child and Family Tax Credit. This announcement marks a milestone in

our ongoing efforts to pass tax relief for families across the state.

The final agreement will permanently increase the Earned Income Tax Credit, a tax credit for
people who are low to moderate income, from 30% to 40% of the federal credit and establish
an uncapped Child and Family Tax Credit of $310 per dependent, increasing to $440 in tax year
2024. The bill also directs the Executive Office of Administration and Finance to conduct a
feasibility study of delivering the credit to families in advance payments — a core element of the
temporarily expanded federal Child Tax Credit that contributed to its success in reducing child
poverty. The study will additionally include strategies for maximizing participation.

The expansion of the Earned Income Tax Credit and Child and Family Tax Credit, paired with
attention to equitable and effective implementation, is a testament to the dedication of
lawmakers who recognize the importance of providing financial relief to those who need it
most. These provisions of the tax bill are critical steps toward a healthier and more prosperous
Massachusetts.

The entire Coalition extends its gratitude to the legislators, Administration, advocates, and
community members who have tirelessly championed these family tax credit expansions. Their
dedication to expanding and improving refundable tax credits has moved us closer to a more
equitable future in which Massachusetts families are better able to meet their basic needs.

While we celebrate this achievement, we acknowledge that there is more work to be done. As
we move forward, Children's HealthWatch and the Healthy Families Tax Credits Coalition
reaffirms its commitment to fighting for the health and financial well-being of caregivers,
children, and working families. We look forward to continuing our collaborative efforts with
lawmakers and stakeholders to advance policies that uplift our communities and ensure that
every child has the opportunity to thrive.



