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As a nonpartisan network of pediatricians, public health researchers, and children’s 

health and policy experts, we believe the 2020 Census proposed information collection is 

a critically important issue. We oppose the addition of a citizenship question to the 2020 

Census in the strongest possible terms, and have respectfully submitted the following 

comments on the 2020 Census proposed information collection.  

 

Research in medicine and public health in its simplest terms is about counting people to 

track and address the health needs of our population.  If the Department of Commerce 

adds a citizenship question to the 2020 Census it will result in an undercount of people 

living in our communities– and our country’s health and well-being will be all the worse 

for it. 

 

Asking an untested question about citizenship status will increase fear in immigrant 

communities – among people who are U.S. citizens or have legal non-citizen status and 

those with undocumented status alike – and ultimately decrease Census participation. 

This will lead to undercounting low-income and immigrant communities, putting the 

accuracy of the Census and critical health and social programs, which rely on Census 

data for accurate distribution of federal, state, and local funding, at risk for generations to 

come. For these reasons, we urge the Department of Commerce to remove the 

citizenship question from the 2020 Census form. 

 

We know that a full, fair and accurate Census and the collection of useful, objective data 

about our nation’s people, housing, economy and communities is vitally important. Not 

only is a nationwide census required by the Constitution, it is integral to the health and 

well-being of communities. The federal government uses Census-derived data to direct at 

least $800 billion annually in federal assistance to states, localities and families. About 

61% of all funding guided by Census data is related to health programs.i 

 

We are particularly concerned about the impact on funding for Medicaid and the 

Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), which improve access to care and health 

outcomes and reduce disparities.ii,iii,iv The data used to calculate the federal funding states 

receive to run their Medicaid and CHIP programs are derived from the Census, so any 

systematic undercounting of low-income immigrant communities and communities of 

color could put Medicaid and CHIP funding in jeopardy.v,vi Any cuts to funding would 

almost certainly translate to fewer services for people receiving coverage through these 

programs, putting access to care and health outcomes at risk for low-income children, 

adults and people with disabilities, including many US citizens.  

 

Finally, the undercounting associated with the addition of a citizenship question could 

risk funding for SNAP,vii,viii WIC, ix,x the federal school lunch programxi and Section 8 

housing vouchers,xii,xiii which support our communities, including citizens and non-



 

 

citizens, to access the food and housing they need to maintain their health and well-being. 

Children’s HealthWatch research has shown that immigrant families with children who 

are US citizens report child food insecurity — the most severe form of food insecurity 

among households with children — more than twice as often as families with US-born 

mothers. Nearly 25 percent of US-born children whose mothers came to this country less 

than five years ago face child food insecurity.xiv These are American babies who need our 

country’s attention and care. They are America’s brain trust and hold the quality, joy and 

wealth of our present and future. We strongly encourage the Department to remove 

the citizenship question from the 2020 Census to ensure funding for critical health 

and social programs goes where it is actually needed.  

 

A full, fair and accurate census is absolutely critical for the functioning of many key 

health programs and for the health and well-being of all communities. For the reasons 

discussed above, we strongly oppose asking about citizenship status in the 2020 Census 

and urge the Department of Commerce to remove the proposed citizenship question from 

the data collection forms. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

The Principal Investigators and Executive Director of Children’s Healthwatch 
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