
 
 
September 25, 2017 
 
Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden, 
 
As pediatricians, public health researchers, and child health and policy experts with the non-
partisan Children’s HealthWatch, we write to urge you to oppose legislation that reduces access 
to affordable health care in any way, especially for low-income people and families. Our 
research, conducted over nearly twenty years, consistently shows that families with young 
children are healthier when they are able to afford medical care and prescription medicines for 
all family members without sacrificing other basic needs, such as paying for food and rent. 
Based on our research, we strongly oppose any policy proposals, including the 
counterproductive Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal, that take health care away from 
families or limit access to the health care families need for their children to thrive. 
 
Since 1998, Children’s HealthWatch has collected more than 60,000 interviews from families 
with young children in emergency departments and primary care clinics at urban hospitals in 
five cities: Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Minneapolis, and Little Rock. Medicaid and the 
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) ensure many of those families are able to pay for 
health care and prescription medicines when they need them. Cuts and structural changes 
proposed to Medicaid in the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson bill will have devastating effects 
on young children and their families.  
 
We know from our research that when families struggle to afford necessary medical care and 
prescription medicine, children are more likely to be hospitalized, in poor health, and at risk of 
developmental delays. In addition, their families are more likely to be unable to afford enough 
food,  and their mothers are at increased risk of poor mental and physical health.  These 
outcomes drive national health care costs up – not down.  1 Research from other groups shows 
that converting Medicaid into a block grant will result in millions of people losing health 
coverage, including families with young children.2 Cutting families off of health insurance will 
exacerbate hardships and lead to worse health outcomes now and far into the future. And that 
will ultimately lead to higher costs of health care for all Americans. 
 
Deprivation during the early years of life have long-term consequences on children’s health and 
brain and socio-emotional development. The future of our nation depends on the health and 
well-being of our youngest children. Working to improve access to affordable health care for all 
families, rather than cutting funding that provides health coverage for our nation’s most 
vulnerable citizens, must be a priority. Because of that, we strongly oppose the Graham-
Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal and urge you to abandon the cuts and structural changes it 
proposes. 
 
Sincerely,  
 



 

 
Megan Sandel MD, MPH 
Co-Lead Principal Investigator, Children’s 
HealthWatch 
Boston, MA 
 

 
Diana Becker Cutts, MD 
Co-Lead Principal Investigator, Children’s 
HealthWatch 
Minneapolis, MN 

 
Mariana Chilton, PhD, MPH 
Director, Center for Hunger-Free Communities  
Principal Investigator, Children’s HealthWatch  
 

 

 
Deborah A. Frank, MD 
Principal Investigator and Founder, Children’s 
HealthWatch 
Boston, MA 
 

 
John Cook, PhD, MAEd 
Principal Investigator, Children’s HealthWatch 
Boston, MA 
 

 

 
Eduardo Ochoa Jr., MD 
Principal Investigator, Children’s HealthWatch 
Little Rock, AR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Patrick H. Casey, MD 
Principal Investigator, Children’s HealthWatch 
Little Rock, AR  
 

 
Maureen Black, PhD 
Principal Investigator, Children’s HealthWatch 
Baltimore, MD 
 

 
Stephanie Ettinger de Cuba, MPH 
Executive Director, Children’s HealthWatch 
 
 
 

 
Children’s HealthWatch is a nonpartisan network of pediatricians, public health researchers, and policy 
and child health experts committed to improving children's health in America. Every day, in urban 
hospitals across the country, we collect data on children ages zero to four who are from families 
experiencing economic hardship. We analyze and release our findings to academics, legislators, and the 
public to inform public policies and practices that can give all children equal opportunities for healthy, 
successful lives.  

 
For questions or further information, Allison Bovell-Ammon, Deputy Director of Policy Strategy for 
Children’s HealthWatch at allison.bovell-ammon@bmc.org or 617-414-3580. 

http://www.childrenshealthwatch.org/
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